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U S. CHARGES EX-CEO W TH USI NG THE | NTERNET FOR
CH LD PORNOGRAPHY AND W TH OBSTRUCTI ON OF JUSTI CE

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, and MARTIN FI CKE, the Speci al
Agent in charge of the New York Ofice of the Departnent of
Honel and Security, Bureau of Inmmgration and Custons Enforcenent,
t oday announced that a federal grand jury has returned an
I ndi ct ment char gi ng ROBERT JOHNSQN, 59, of Huntington, New YorKk,
with using the Internet to receive child pornography, possession
of child pornography, and destruction of records in a federal
i nvestigation.

According to the Indictnment unsealed earlier today in
Manhattan federal court, JOHNSON, the fornmer Chief Executive
O ficer of a publicly traded conpany headquartered in New York
Cty (the "Conpany’), used a conputer owned by the Conpany and
assigned to himto dowl oad fromthe Internet at | east two novie

files that contain child pornography. After downl oadi ng these



files, JOANSON possessed them on the hard disk drive of the
desktop conputer assigned to him by the Conpany.

As alleged in the Indictnent, prior to May 3, 2004,
agents of the United States Departnent of Homel and Security,
Bureau of Imm gration and Custons Enforcenent ("ICE"), |earned
that JOHNSON, using the internet aliases "robjob714" and
"] obobo55," through a conputer using an internet protocol ("IP")
address that the agents traced to the Conpany, had purchased
menberships in websites believed to contain and distribute child
por nography. On or about May 4, 2004, an |ICE agent (the "ICE
Agent") spoke to two executives of the Conpany and informed them
that 1 CE was investigating usage of a Conpany conputer to access
| nternet websites believed to contain and distribute child
por nography, but did not tell the Conpany executives that |CE was
i nvestigating ROBERT JOHANSON. On or about My 4, 2004, one of
t he executives told JOANSQN, in substance, that the Conpany had
received an inquiry fromfederal authorities concerning use of a
Conmpany conputer to access Internet websites that contain and
di stribute child pornography.

According to the Indictnment, on or about May 5 and 6,
2004, after learning that federal authorities had contacted the
Conmpany in connection with an investigation into the use of a
Conpany conputer to access Internet websites that contain and

di stribute child pornography, JOHNSON used a conputer program



called "Evidence Elimnator" to destroy and obliterate nore than
12,000 files fromthe hard disk drive of the desktop and | aptop
conputers assigned to himby the Conpany. JOHNSON retired from
t he Conpany on or about My 14, 2004.

The defendant surrendered today and was schedul ed to be
presented before United States Magistrate Judge KEVIN N. FOX in
Manhattan federal court. The case has been assigned to United
States District Judge RICHARD J. HOLVELL

JOHNSON i s charged in three counts in the |Indictnent.
First, JOHANSON is charged with receiving and attenpting to
receive material that contained child pornography, as that term
is defined in Title 18, United States Code, Section 2256(8)(A),
and that had been mail ed, and shipped, and transported in
interstate and foreign comrerce by any neans, including by
conputer, to wit, JOHNSON downl oaded at | east two novie files
named "real child rape"” and "luciamn,” both of which contain
i mges of child pornography, froman Internet website | ocated
outside of New York State. |If convicted on this count, JOHNSON
faces 20 years’ inprisonnent, including 5 years m ni num mandat ory
i mpri sonmnent.

Second, JOHNSON is charged with possession of child
por nography that had been muail ed, and shi pped, and transported in
interstate and foreign conmerce by any neans, including by

conputer. If convicted on this count, JOHNSON faces 10 years



i npri sonnent .

Third, JOANSON is charged with unlawfully, willfully,
and know ngly, destroying a record, docunent, or tangi ble object
with the intent to inpede, obstruct, or influence the
i nvestigation or proper admnistration of any matter within the
jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States, in
violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1519 - an
obstruction of justice statute enacted as part of the Sarbanes-
Oxl ey Act of 2002. If convicted on this count, JOHNSON faces 20
years’ inprisonnent.

JOHNSON t herefore faces a conbi ned maxi num of 50 years’
i mprisonnment, including a mandatory m ninumterm of 5 years’

i nprisonnment. Each of the three counts also carries, upon
convi ction, a maxi mum fine of $250, 000.

M. KELLEY stated: "This case denonstrates our
comm tnment to pursuing and prosecuting people who purchase child
por nography over the Internet and thereby contribute to the
expansion of the horrible business of child exploitation. In
addition, the charges pursuant to the Sarbanes-Oxl ey obstruction
of justice provision serve as a warning that the Justice
Departnent will not tolerate purposeful attenpts to obstruct
federal investigations.™

M . KELLEY praised the efforts of the Departnent of

Honel and Security, Bureau of Imm gration and Custons Enforcenent,



and said that the investigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorney JOHN J. O DONNELL is
in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presuned innocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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